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money be put into the cash. ?    Let us, to make this
clear, suppose a case: thus ;

My cash-book being cast up for the last month, I
find by the foot of the leaf there is cash remaining
in hand to balance, 176/. 10s. 6d.

To see if all things are right, I go and tell my
money over; and there, to my surprise, I find
194Z. 10s. 6d. in cash; so that"I have 18/. there
more than I should have: now, far from being
pleased, that I have more money by me than I
should have, my inquiry is plain, How comes this
to pass ?

Perhaps I puzzle my head a great while about
it; but, not being able to find it out, I sit down
easy and satisfied, and say, Well, I don't much
concern myself about it, 'tis better to be so than
18Z. missing : I cannot tell where it lies ; but let it
lie where it will, here's the money to make up the
mistake when it appears.

But how foolish is this ? how ill-grounded the
satisfaction ? and how weak am I, to argue thus,
and please myself with the delusion ? For some
months after it appears, perhaps, that whereas
there was 38Z. entered, received of Mr. Bernard
Keith, the figure three was mistaken, and set
down for a figure of five; for the sum received was
58/. so that, instead of having 18/. more in cash
than there ought to be, I have forty shillings want-
ing in my cash; which my son or my apprentice
stole from me when they put in the money, and
made the mistake of the figures to puzzle the book,
that it might be some time before it should be dis-
covered.

The keeping a cash-book is one of the nicest
parts of a tradesman's business, because there is
always the bag and the book to be brought to-
gether ; and if they do not exactly speak the same